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RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF MUSIC

Research means re-searching in energy, in an existence, in some state of being. If we look into
Music, it appears like a subject (but this is beyond that and almost same existence and experience
with life). Music 18 an inevitable part of human life all over the world. Music is ancient and it
evolved with time. Naturally any subject which has been observed over a long period of time, by
millions of music experts and exponents, always carries a deep level of research. Especially the
classical music, may it be eastern or western, carries a long line up of maestros who have already
contributed a lot in the field of research.

When it comes to practical application in music, the research procedure has always been action
oriented. For example in Indian Music a Guru teaches his disciples to sing in a particular
procedure which might be new in the music industry and perhaps the guru even learnt in a
different way. But their deep and intention for the sake of welfare of music had have made it
possible to bring new components. The students did the practice and based on the observation of
that practice, they could reach a conclusion which later used to get carried forward from
generation to generation. The research represents outbox thinking intending the welfare of the

subject which naturally got reflected in musicians’ contribution. If we talk about research, with the
reference of Indian Music, I would like to talk about the*Shrutinandan’ procedure which is
invented, re-searched, established and carried forward by my Gurujee Padmabhushan Padmashree
Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, in which procedure 1 had also learnt music from my very tender age of
five. I have always observed my Gurujee to be searching for something new may it be for Indian
Raga music or only Swaras and Sur or Shabdon( Lyrics and it’s way of expression )for other genre
songs of Indian Music. Gurujee has always told that initially he applied the procedure on her
daughter who is none other than today’s Vidushi Kaushiki Chakrabarty.

Later after the establishment of Shrutinandan, the procedure was applied to thousands of students
which helped them envisioning the notes and the rhythm and tempo in Indian Taal system. The
procedure did not stop there. After almost twenty five years or more it 1s spread up much more
than our childhood. This happens because of the mindful thoughts and thoughtful minds of
musicians with a constant focus on music or its particular area with an intension of upgradation in
its quality.Now if | share about the academic side research, I would love to talk confidently based
on my observation. Myself being a performer, initially I felt very bad when I was stuck in sitting
in a confined place in my home or university and working for the research project. But when 1
started to focus on its positive aspects, I found that there have been so many, It helped me to
develop a mindset, to build discipline, focus, punctuality and patience in a differentlevel. These
are the qualities which should be there in every conqueror’s or successful person’s personality.
But in this time span I have worked the more on myself.
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Researcher always carries a vision, but in order to reach that vision the execution plays the most
important role which requires the said qualities in the researcher’s personality. In addition to that
Music research allows us to analyze Gayaki (Singing style) with every detail which is very
important to develop musicianship and as well as very helpful to create and enlarge musicians
vision. Apart from that it gives musicians a vast opportunity to explore huge amount of data which
might a musician would never have explored without this compulsion. Music research keeps
history and, records significant roles of society which had reflected in that time music.

Music research brings an opportunity to the researchers to interview music exponents and
celebrities and musicologists and also to survey in mass level and to get conception about their
perception about music and the impact they are receiving through and because of Music. In
addition to that now science and technology has contributed a lot in the digitalized music industry.
Because of their research, a major shift had

occurred in the recording industry.

So in the conclusion it can be said that research keeps a subject and civilization active, alive and
progressive indeed. Side by side this research industry also is generating sources of income for the
researches and helping them in evolving up their consciousness in their fraternity which is a
blessing. So with folded hands I pray to the higher self to protect, nourish and bless the research
procedures and the researchers and help them in enlightening their thoughtfulness while
discovering the new horizons and aspects.

B
e

] -
Dr Manali Ghosh

Professional Vocalist, Musicologist,
Music Composer, Entreprenenr,
Author, Actor.
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‘lata: voice of golden era” by dr mandar v. bichu.

Dir. Gaurav jain

Renowned vocalist and Associate
Prof. Music Vocal,

Rajasthan Sangeet Sansthan Jaipur
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